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The closing of a seminary for any diocese occa-

sions sorrow at the loss of a treasured institution. The 
closing of Cardinal Muench Seminary is no exception 
to that rule. The number of faithful who have ex-
pressed this sentiment has been numerous since the 
announcement of its closing was made in April 2010. 
At the same time, there has also been genuine under-
standing of the real circumstances which have 
brought about the decision. 

In the midst of our prepara-
tions to conclude our seminary 
program, it was noted that we 
are finishing in our 49th year of 
operation. Our final academic 
year is the 7th year in the 7th set 
of 7 years. Scripture sheds light 
on this situation by calling for a 
“jubilee” year in the year fol-
lowing, the 50th. We read in the 
book of Leviticus: 

“Seven weeks of years shall you count—seven 
times seven years—so that the seven cycles 
amount to forty-nine years. Then, on the tenth 
day of the seventh month let the trumpet re-
sound; on this, the Day of Atonement, the trum-
pet blast shall re-echo throughout your land. 
This fiftieth year you shall make sacred by proc-
laiming liberty in the land for all its inhabitants. 
It shall be a jubilee for you, when every one of 

you shall return to his own property, every one 
to his own family estate. In this fiftieth year, your 
year of jubilee, you shall not sow, nor shall you 
reap the aftergrowth or pick the grapes from the 
untrimmed vines.” (Lev 25:8-11 NAB) 

The jubilee system was the crowning of the Sab-
bath rest (in addition to the weekly Sabbath and the 
7th year as a Sabbatical year) and entailed a year of 
emancipation when captives and slaves were to be set 

free, debts wiped away, the 
land allowed to lay fallow (cf. 
also Lev 25:1-7), and family 
property holdings returned to 
original owners (with a view to 
alleviating their poverty). It 
was a reminder to Israel that 
the many blessings they en-
joyed were gifts of the Lord 
and that all were equal in His 
sight. It represented a liberation 
from bondage and a return to 
total dependence upon the 

Lord’s providential care. It was meant to be a Sab-
bath of Sabbaths, a rest of rests. Let us consider the 
closing of CMS in light of this passage. 

 
 (continued on page 6) 

First of all, we can be deeply grateful for the many 
blessings and sacrificial efforts of so many to provide 
priestly formation at CMS since 1962. The seminary 
has been the place where future priests were given 
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Lee Fortin 

Lake Norden, SD 
Sioux Falls Diocese 

College Senior 

Joshua Schwebach 
Johnson, MN 

Vianney Discernment 
Program 

Steven Wirth 
Munich, ND 

Fargo Diocese 
College Senior 
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On Thursday, May 13th, three young men graduat-

ed from Cardinal Muench Seminary. The photograph 
below shows the graduates with the bishops who 
were present, Bishop Paul Zipfel, from the Diocese 
of Bismarck (second from the left) and Bishop Paul 
Swain, from the Diocese of Sioux Falls (third from 
the right). The graduates were (from left to right): 
Sean Zimprich (Diocese of Fargo), Adam Maus 
(Diocese of Bismarck), and Jerry Geraets (Diocese of 
Sioux Falls). 
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Fr. Brian Gross, who attended Pre-Theology at 

CMS in 2003-2004, was ordained a priest of the 
Diocese of Bismarck on June 3. 

Fr. Craig Vasek, CMS class of 2006, was ordained 
a priest of the Diocese of Crookston on July 10. 

Deacon Neil Pfeifer, class of 2007, was ordained a 
transitional deacon for the Diocese of Fargo on May 
31, 2010. 

Deacons Christopher Markman (Diocese of Fargo) 
and William Ruelle (Diocese of Bismarck) both of 
the class of 2007, were ordained transitional deacons 
at St. Peter’s Basilica, Rome, on October 7, 2010. 
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Class of 2010 

Adam Maus (Diocese of Bismarck) has begun his 
studies at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary, St. Louis, 
Missouri. 

Class of 2009 
Joseph Evinger (Diocese of Bismarck) is studying 

at Sacred Heart Seminary, Detroit, Michigan. 
Corey Nelson (Diocese of Bismarck) is studying at 

Kenrick-Glennon Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri. 
Sean Mulligan and Troy Simonsen (both of the 

Diocese of Fargo) are studying at St. John Vianney 
Seminary, Denver, Colorado. 

Class of 2008 
Reese Weber (Fargo) is studying at St. John 

Vianney Seminary. 
Garrett Boyer and Daniel Musgrave (both of the 

Diocese of Fargo) are studying at Mount St. Mary’s 
Seminary, Emmitsburg, Maryland. 

Matthew Kraemer (Fargo) and Jadyn Nelson 
(Bismarck) are studying at the North American 
College, Rome. 

Class of 2007 
Deacon Neil Pfeifer and Greg Haman (both of the 

Diocese of Fargo) are studying at Mount St. Mary’s. 
Deacon Chris Markman and Phil Zubrod (both of 

Fargo) and Deacon William Ruelle (Bismarck) are 
studying at the North American College. 

Class of 2006 
 Deacon Zachary Peterson (Diocese of New Ulm) 

is completing his studies at St. Meinrad Seminary, 
Indiana. 
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The following CMS alumni are completing their 

college seminary formation in other seminaries: John 
Klocke and Paul Kuhn (both of the Diocese of Fargo) 
are studying at Mt. St. Mary’s Seminary, and Jacob 
Carlson (Diocese of Sioux Falls) is completing his 
college studies at Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Seminary, Winona, Minnesota. 



3 


������$�
�����$�
It would take hundreds of pages to describe all that 

occurred at CMS during the past 49 years and the ef-
fect it has had on the Church and in society. This ar-
ticle will examine just a few of them. 

Over the years there have been five different pro-
grams at CMS: High School (1962-2001), College 
(1966-present), Pre-Theology (at first called “Special 
Students”; 1972-present), Vianney Discernment Pro-
gram (1991-present), and the Spirituality Year (2002-
03). Additionally, two other seminarians were at 
CMS for a brief time for “independent study” 
courses. The graph on the bottom of the page shows 
the number of men who participated in each of these 
programs. 

One of the roles of a high school and college semi-
nary is to assist men in the process of discernment, 
that is, help them see whether they are truly called by 
God to be a diocesan priest. This process was very 
much at work at CMS. In fact, of the 924 men who 
entered CMS, over one third of them completed one 
year or less of formation. Additionally, many of those 

who graduated also saw that God was not calling 
them to the priesthood. They are still grateful for the 
formation they received at CMS and have gone on to 
be successful Catholic leaders in their communities. 
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(continued on page 6) 

To date, 106 CMS alumni have been ordained 
priests. Today they are serving in the following dio-
ceses: Bismarck and Fargo, North Dakota; St. Paul-
Minneapolis, Crookston and New Ulm, Minnesota; 
Dubuque, Iowa; Rapid City and Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota; Springfield-Cape Girardeau, Missouri; Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin; and the Archdiocese for the Mil-
itary Services of the United States of America. 

In 1966 a cooperative agreement was made be-
tween CMS and North Dakota State University. With 
it in place, both CMS seminarians and NDSU stu-
dents could earn degrees in Philosophy-Humanities 
or Classical Languages. The courses were taught by 
CMS faculty, while the degrees were awarded by 
NDSU. With this arrangement, NDSU was able to 
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One of the sad dimensions of the end of the semi-

nary programs at CMS is the loss of the dedicated 
staff and highly qualified faculty. Although we did 
not know it at the time, “downsizing” at CMS began 
two years ago with the retirement of Msgr. Laliberte; 
it continued last spring, with the retirement of Dr. 
William Weiler and Dr. Walter Nichipor.  On 
Wednesday, May 5, 2010, Bishop Aquila celebrated 
Mass for these two professors; afterward, a banquet 
was held in their honor. At the end of the current 
school year, before going our separate ways, he will 
celebrate Mass for the remaining faculty and staff. 

Dr. “Doc” Weiler, a Fargo native, began his work 
for the Diocese of Fargo in 1955, when he was hired 
as the Diocesan Director of Music and choir director 
at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Fargo. In 1962 he began 
teaching at the fledgling Cardinal Muench Seminary, 
which was located in the restored tornado-ravaged 
convent at 1310 
Broadway and was 
only for High 
School students. 
When it was de-
cided that a college 
department would 
start in 1966, Doc 
Weiler was ap-
pointed its first 
Academic Dean. In 
this role, he was 
instrumental in establishing the unique arrangement 
between CMS and North Dakota State University, 
which has been in place for the last 45 years. 
Throughout the years he taught in various areas of the 
humanities (literature, music and art), directed the 
seminary choir and helped with many other projects. 
He was a fixture at CMS for 48 years, and is irrepla-
ceable. With Mary, his devoted wife, he raised four 
sons and four daughters. 

Dr. Nichipor came to CMS after teaching classics 
at the University of Minnesota for nine years and 
Crozier Seminary, Onamia, Minnesota, for seven 
years. When Crozier Seminary closed in 1988, CMS 
was in need of a classics professor. For the last 22 
years Dr. Nichipor taught the Latin and Greek lan-
guages, and Greek and Roman culture as a member 
of the CMS faculty on NDSU’s campus. 

In this final school year, the faculty at CMS con-
sists of three priests and five lay people. Fr. Ermer 
began teaching the catechism course at CMS in 1992, 
the year after he became rector. He took two years off 
to study in Rome and missed a third year when the 
curriculum was revised, for a total of 16 years. He is 
currently pastor of St. Leo’s Church, Casselton. 
Msgr. Schlesselmann began teaching the year he be-
came rector in 2002. At the end of the current school 
year he will receive a new assignment. After the re-
tirement of Msgr. Laliberte two years ago, Msgr. Jo-
seph Goering, Vicar General of the Diocese of Fargo, 
was appointed to teach the course on Sacred Scrip-
ture. Because there were no new seminarians this 
year, in the end he taught only one year: 2009-2010. 

The member of the current faculty who has been at 
CMS the longest is now Dr. Carol Andreini. When 
she was hired in 1977 she was told that the position 

would be available 
for only one year. 
She has taught Lat-
in and Greek lan-
guages, and Latin 
and Greek culture 
as a CMS professor 
on the NDSU cam-
pus for the past 
thirty-four years. In 
2004 she became 
the Academic 

Dean, a position held by Doc Weiler for 38 years. 
She has accepted a teaching position at the University 
of Mary, Bismarck, beginning this fall. 

 
 (continued on last page) 

The other member of the Classics Department is 
also the newest member of CMS’s faculty, Professor 
Jim Hamm. He comes from Winnipeg, Canada, is 
married and has one son. He replaced Dr. Nichipor 
and teaches Latin and Greek at NDSU. Unfortunate-
ly, with the seminary program coming to an end, he 
will teach at CMS for only one year. 

There are two faculty members who teach philoso-
phy. Dr. Anthony Flood began teaching philosophy at 
CMS in 2003. He is married and has one daughter. 
Dr. Flood was offered and accepted a position at 
NDSU; so, after the CMS program ceases, he will 
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Bishops and Rectors 
Most Rev. Leo Dworschak 
Most Rev. Justin Driscoll 
Most Rev. James Sullivan 
Most Rev. Samuel Aquila 
Fr. Edward Arth 
Msgr. Val Gross 
Fr. John Bitterman, SS 
Fr. James Ermer 
Msgr. Brian Donahue 
Msgr. Gregory Schlesselmann 

Administrative Staff  
Dr. Carol Andreini 
Marion Appel 
Lisa Cahoy 
Fr. Joseph Coyle, OSFS 
Kari Fischer 
Patricia Fix 
Catherine Frost 
LeeAnn Geiselhart 
Nicole German 
Justin Gullickson 
Sandra Gustafson 
Jennifer Haich 
Br. Mark Kosiba, OSB 
Doris Kosse 
Fr. James Lauerman 
Darlene Mickelson 
Nicole Miller 
Karen Neff 
Br. Cletus Rausch, FIC 
Fr. John Riedman 
Fr. Joseph Ripp 
Sr. Armella Roehrich, OSF 
Connie Schmidt 
Fr. Dennis Schue 
Alice Veit 
Dr. William Weiler 
Evelyn Wenninger 

Faculty 
Sr. Rosaria Acton, PBVM 
Dr. Carol Andreini 
Sr. Emma Marie Arcand, SMP 
Steve Baldner 
Br. Charles Beutter, CSC 
Thomas L. Brauch 
Douglas Carrington 
John Conant 
Fr. Joseph Coyle, OSFS 
Paul Denning 
Ed Desautels 
Fr. Grover Diemert 
Kathleen Doran 

Steve Duginski 
Fr. James Ermer 
Sheri Ernst 
Fr. Charles Fischer 
Dr. Anthony Flood 
Sr. Patricia Forrest, OSF 
Sr. Ann Frawley, PBVM 
Ms. Kathleen Fuhrer 
Msgr. Joseph Goering 
Sr. Ann Louise Hablas, PBVM 
Jim Hamm 
Robert Hanyzewski 
Fr. George Hohman, SJ 
Fr. Charles Hughes 
Miss Maelon Kaspari 
Orville Kelley 
Fr. Robert Kelley, CSSp 
Ms. Mary Kirkeby 
Donald Kraft 
Henry Labore 
Msgr. Robert Laliberte 
Fr. James Lauerman 
David Lavesque 
Fr. Donald Leiphon 
Daniel Lerfald 
Art Lies 
Deborah Lillegard 
Sr. Frances Lutzman, OSF 
Fr. Oliver Lux 
Fr. Thomas Matchie 
Denise McCarthy 
Fr. David McCauley 
Dr. Ernie McCoullough 
Robert Melander 
Sr. Petronilla Metzger, PBVM 
Thomas Metzroth 
Gerald Meyer 
Sr. Paula Jean Miller, FSE 
Fr. Robert Mullins 
Dr. Walter Nichipor 
Kent Nord 
John Nowacki 
Michael Nygaard 
Sr. Ann O’Brien, PBVM 
Fr. Charles O’Brien 
Timothy Peiler 
James Penna 
Elizabeth Petersen 
Mrs. William Phelps 
Fr. John Riedman 
Sr. Paula Ringuette, PBVM 
Fr. Joseph Ripp 
Jerome Roed 
Sr. Armella Roehrich, OSF 

Theresa [Gentzkow] Rost 
Fr. Jack Ruff 
Msgr. Gregory Schlesselmann 
Connie Schmidt 
Fr. David Schmidt 
Leo Schneider 
Fr. Dennis Schue 
Fr. Francis Smalley 
Francis Snider 
Dr. Steve Snyder 
Fr. Leo Stelten 
Msgr. Wendelyn Vetter 
John Wagner 
Fr. Julius Walz 
Dr. Vincent Wargo 
Dr. William Weiler 
Terrence Wipf 
Mary Wright 
Larry Zillgitt 

Formation Staff 
Fr. William Amiott 
Marilyn Bittner 
Fr. Richard Carey 
Fr. Joseph Coyle, OSFS 
Fr. Duaine Cote 
Fr. Thomas Davis, OCSC 
Fr. Brian Donahue 
Msgr. John Esseff 
Fr. Charles Fischer 
Fr. Kenneth Gallagher 
Fr. Richard Goellen 
Fr. John Herron 
Fr. George Hohman, SJ 
Marilyn Holm 
Fr. Peter Hughes, CSSp 
Fr. Andrew Jasinski 
Fr. Robert Kelley, CSSp 
Msgr. Robert Laliberte 
Fr. James Lauerman 
Fr. Donald Leiphon 
Fr. Frank Miller 
Fr. Michael Monshaue, OP 
Fr. Bernard Pfau 
Fr. Joseph Ripp 
Fr. Dominic Ruiz, OSB 
Fr. Dennis Schue 
Msgr. Gregory Schlesselmann 
Msgr. Dennis Skonseng 
Fr. Leo Stelten 
Fr. Brian Van Hove, SJ 
Msgr. Wendelyn Vetter 
John Wagner 
Terrence Wipf 
Larry Zillgitt 

Support Staff 
Leanne Anderson 
Elizabeth Arth 
Frances Bitterman 
Ruth Burnett 

Annmarie (Penny) Carriveau 
Kristen Eggers 
Tammy Ertelt 
Rosalind-Marie Fallon 
Audrey Fergel-McKiver 
Marge Fettes 
Jason Foard 
Brian Geffre 
Gloria Geiss 
Lonnie Gerberding 
Tiffany Goering 
Deborah Guerrero 
Nathan Haich 
Joel Hebert 
Mabel Hoedl 
Sr. Bernadette Jaeger, OSF 
Joseph Johanneck 
Fannie Johnson 
Sr. Geraldine Krom, PBVM 
Rae Ann Lehse 
Tyra Loegering 
Vivian Jane Louden 
Sr. Gertrude Massine, PBVM 
Audrey McKiver 
Sr. Agnes Mooney, SMP 
Charlie Neff 
Wally Nickle 
Marissa Oster 
Monica Retterath 
Rachelle Savageau 
Joan Saye 
Michael Sirek 
Tricia Splonskowski 
Elizabeth Swenson 

 
Members of the Community 

Past and Currents Members 
of the Seminary Board and 
Finance Committee  

Apostolic Works Supervisors 

Town Families, Friends of 
CMS and Host Families 

Vocations Office Secretaries  
Mary Asleson 
Emma Jolliffe 
Dorothy Duchschere 
Susan Feakes 
Brenda Hagemeier 

Secretary to Bp. Dworschak 
Larry Boyle 

And to Many Others ...  
Finally, to the many part-time 
employees and hundreds of 
volunteers. Thank you for all 
that you did for us! 

 

At the risk of forgetting a name or two, we thank all the 
dedicated employees who worked hard throughout the 
years to make the programs at CMS fruitful. 
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offer degrees they otherwise would not have been 
able to offer. The following table shows the number 
of majors awarded in these disciplines between 1970 
and 2010: 
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These amounts represent only the number of major 
degrees awarded in each discipline. Over the past 45 
years, hundreds of others students took classes in 
these areas. For example, while all 410 seminarians 
in CMS’s College and Pre-Theology programs were 
required to take Philosophy and Latin classes (and, if 
it fit in their schedule, Greek), many did not earn a 
Philosophy major and a smaller percentage earned a 
Classical Languages major. Many seminarians and 
other NDSU students earned minors in these areas 
(unfortunately, the record of how many minor de-
grees NDSU awarded is incomplete). 

NDSU administrators and CMS faculty agree that 
the cooperative agreement between CMS and NDSU 
was a great benefit to both CMS seminarians and 
NDSU students. While CMS is coming to an end, 
NDSU will continue to offer courses in philosophy. 
In fact, they have hired a CMS professor to teach in 
this area. Even though the institution will be gone, a 
CMS professor will continue to have a positive im-
pact on the intellectual formation of students at 
NDSU for years to come. 
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(continued from page 3) 
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their initial formation, faculty and staff bore witness 
to the gift of faith, and generous supporters gave sa-
crificially to further the mission of the Church. 

Secondly, this “jubilee” can remind us to continue 
to heed the call of Christ to sound the “trumpet” of 
prayer for vocations, for if we ask, we shall receive 
(cf. Mt 7:7). A renewed focus upon the spiritual 
means of prayer and sacrifice to promote holy voca-
tions is needed today more than ever. 

Finally, in a spirit of hopeful trust in the Lord’s 
providential love, we are invited to live more deeply 
our dependence upon His goodness in the future for-
mation of our seminarians as we entrust our priestly 
candidates to other seminaries. Since the Trinity’s 
desire for plentiful and well-formed priests is much 
greater than ours, we can rest in God the Father’s 
love for the Diocese of Fargo as He continues to 
bless us in new ways in the days ahead. 

As our seminary lies “fallow”, let us ask the Lord 
to “enlighten the eyes of our hearts” (Eph 1:18) with 
the hope and blessings He holds out for us, “to the 
praise of His glory” (Eph 1:14). 
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(continued from page 1) 
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However much we say it, we cannot say “Thank 

you” often enough to you, our benefactors and sup-
porters. Without your prayers and sacrifices through-
out the years, the existence of Cardinal Muench Se-
minary simply would not have been possible. Be-
cause of your support of vocations, over one hundred 
men have been ordained priests. 

Because of increased costs and decreased enroll-
ment, in April 2010 Bishop Aquila decided that the 
most prudent use of your stewardship is to close 
CMS and send men to other seminaries. To continue 
to financially support those in priestly formation, 
please send your donations to the “Catholic Devel-
opment Foundation” at the following address:  

 Catholic Development Foundation 
 5201 Bishops Blvd., Suite A 
 Fargo, ND 58104-7605 

Please make a note that the donation is for “Clergy / 

Seminarian Endowment Fund.” In the future Fr. Kur-
tis Gunwall, the Vocations Director, will provide up-
dates on the seminarians and the financial needs for 
their studies. 

And so, one final time, thank you for your support 
of our seminarians at Cardinal Muench Seminary. 
Pray that young men continue to respond to the 
Lord’s call to be molded as “shepherds after my own 
heart” (Jer. 3:15). 
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IN MEMORY OF ... 

Gay Lynn Haney 
Deacon David Haney  
Deacon Doug and 

Mary Campbell 
Sr. Marilyn Sullivan 

Deacon Doug and 
Mary Campbell 

George Killoran 
David & Rebecca Elbert 

Ken Ebeling 
Adah Ebeling 

Msgr. John Anderson 
Msgr. Dennis Skonseng 
Deacon Doug and 

Mary Campbell 
Mel Skoblik 

Susan Skoblik 
Eddie and Georgine Emard 

Doug and Laura Munski 
Barb Ebach 

PECC Auxiliary 

Fr. John Odermann 
Agnes Greenshields 

Joseph Wald 
Scott and Barb Augdahl 

Larry Powers 
Tom Powers 

Alice Gross 
Greg and Lyn Haring 

Victoria Sherman 
Rita Steinbach 

John (Jack) Puhr 
Theresa Morth 

Kathleen Rehowsky 
Greg and Lyn Haring 

James Votava 
Frank and Mary Ann 

Kostohris 
Parents of I. Peter 

Bobynski 
I. Peter Bobynski 

 
 

IN HONOR OF ... 

Fr. Leo Stelten 
Mary Kay Ortler 
Anonymous 

Troy Simonson 
Margaret Seitz 

Seminarians who Attended 
Life in The Spirit 

Deacon Arlen and 
Charlotte Blessum 

Deacon Neil Pfeifer 
Rich and Kathy Ellison 

Fr. Kevin Willis 
Greg and Lyn Haring 
Thomas and Sharon 

Vanorny 
Don and Marie Nistler 

Paul and Barb Nistler 

Fr. Adam Hasey 
Greg and Lyn Haring 
Thomas and Sharon 

Vanorny 
Sean Zimprich 

Mike and Deb Black 
 

 

DONATION TO AN EXISTING FUND 

Fr. F.X. Miller Scholarship Fund 
Knights of Columbus, 

McDonald Council #6007
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continue to teach Philosophy at NDSU. Dr. Vincent 
Wargo was hired in 2005. He is married and has two 
children. His plans for next year are not yet finalized. 

The final member of the faculty is John Nowacki. 
In 1994 he was hired to work as the librarian on a 
part-time basis. The job has since grown into a full-
time position. During his time at CMS the library has 
expanded to about 40,000 volumes. He spends his 
days converting the old card catalog to an online, 
electronic catalog. Unfortunately, this project will not 
be completed by the time CMS closes. 

Other members of the staff include: Msgr. Dennis 
Skonseng, who has been at CMS off and on for 14 
years and will step down as spiritual director; Sandy 
Gustafson, who has been development assistant since 
2000; Brian Geffre, summer helper since 2001; Fr. 
Hughes, confessor since 2004; Fr. Jasinski, formation 
director, and Nathan Haich, maintenance engineer, 
who have both been at CMS since 2005; Gloria 

Geiss, housekeeper since 2006; Lisa Cahoy, adminis-
trative assistant since 2007; Tiffany Goering, cook 
since 2009; Joseph Johanneck, kitchen manager and 
cook since 2009;  and Tyra Loegering, housekeeper 
since 2009. 

Special mention needs to be made of Fr. Leo Stel-
ten, one of the first teachers at CMS, who proudly 
says, “I helped build it” (he was ‘hands on’ during 
the facility’s construction in the 1960s), and Brenda 
Hagemeier, secretary to the Vocations Office. Over 
the years they were both a great help around the se-
minary. 

We are all sad to see the seminary closing. We will 
miss everyone. We pray that God will bless us as ab-
undantly as he had during our time working in His 
vineyard of priestly formation. 
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